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v - Today's Prayer
Listen or read the Prayer for the Day and join in with thousands of others saying these words.

Today's Prayer | The Church of England

25/26 Issue No 08
Dear Parents and Carers

As part of the King Edward VI School’s
celebration of 475 years, a selection of its ancient
books have been visiting the school. The books
are normally housed in the Cambridge University
Library, as part of a collection of 700 books with
some books even older than the school. The
King Edward VI School Library is one of the best
examples from a school of this age. Year 8
students have been shown a 1675 copy of
Aesop’s Fables as part of our Super-Curriculum,
for the purpose of inspiring them to engage in
additional study to support their academic
development. The school seeks to foster a love
of learning through Inspiring independent
learning tasks

Why not set your child a task from the Super
Curriculum HERE. They should bring any
learning done to the Library after school on a
Friday to receive merits and recognition of great
independent learning.

School Attendance

As we are now moving into the winter months,
absences may be more likely to be on the
increase with colds, coughs and other nasty bugs
flying around. Deciding whether to keep your
child at home as they may not feel 100% is a
very tough decision. The NHS has put together a
document to help parents with this issue, and

Friday 24 October 2025

We have two candidates for the role of
Parent Governor, therefore an election
will be held.

CLICK HERE to find out more and place
your vote!

with helpful advice on other common illnesses.
Please have a look by clicking on this link: Is my
child too ill for school? - NHS

If after reading the NHS article, you decide that
your child is too unwell to attend school then
please always inform us, by 9am, by the
following methods:

Email: Attendance@king-ed.suffolk.sch.uk

Absence Telephone number: 01284 761393
option 1.

Please only use the official attendance email or
phone line as other emails may not been seen —
especially if the staff member is off. If we do not
hear from you, our automated system will send
you a message, please reply and let us know the
reason your child is absent. Please only use this
system once you have received a message, do
not report your child absent via a previous
message, as it is not monitored before 10am.

Stay healthy and well and have a great half term
break.

This Week in History: Year 7 got to hold the
past in their hands!

With the help of West Stow, students got to
handle real and replica artefacts from their
valuable collection. Students used these objects
to assess what we can learn about the people
who made West Suffolk their home in the years
after the Romans left Britain. With planned
guestions and hands on experience, students
were able to make objects talk and challenge old
ideas about what really happened after 410 AD.
The History Department is committed to ensuring
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our students to make meaningful connections

with the past so that they become lifelong

historians. We hope that this lesson lit some fires
and sparked their |mag|nat|on'

Here's to many more years of world building and
exploring the past.

Under 16 Football

The Under 16 Football Team reached their third
cup final in the past year with a hard fought 3-1
win at Stowmarket in the semi-final of the West
Suffolk Cup. Missing three regular starters, the
County Champions struggled initially and went
behind early on. Midway through the half they
took control and a screamer from Kruz and a free
kick from Jesse established a half time lead.

A strong response from the home side
threatened an equaliser but King Edward’s held
firm and wrapped the game up in the last minute
with a fine finish from Aidan!

Year 7 Boys Football Team

On Wednesday after school, our newly formed
Year 7 boys football team took to the pitch for a
mini tournament against County High, Ormiston
Sudbury, Sybil Andrews, and Thomas
Gainsborough.

The team came out strong, securing impressive
victories in their first two matches with skilful play
and sharp teamwork. Although they narrowly
missed out in the final two games, the boys

demonstrated outstanding determination,
sportsmanship, and team spirit throughout.

With some fantastic goals and a real sense of
unity on the field, this promising squad has laid a
strong foundation for future success. Well done,
lads!
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Cross Country Running

Year 11 student Katya represented Bury St
Edmunds Air Cadets at a Cross Country event in
Norfolk. She came 5th and has qualified for the
Regional Championships, to be held at RAF
Cranwell. Well done Katya!

New Games Club at King Edwards

We have an exciting new club open to students
at lunchtime, please encourage your child(ren) to
come and give it a try.

GAMES GLUB

WHEN Al
Frida A 4
y . Sg /&
lunchtimes S
130-215
» . Come play a game of Scrabble,

Starting Friday 7 November Chess, Uno, Top Trumps or other
fun games!

w"m[ Bring a friend or come meet new

A125 people!

Ms Pope’s room Don't know how to play?
We'll teach you!

w“n Fllll Love board games?

Ksa & Ksu Volunteer as a games leader and
help others learn!
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Exciting Opportunity at Abbeygate

SHREK

3 lHe
P MusicaL

Abbeygate Sixth Form College is putting on a
production of ‘Shrek The Musical on 11/12/13
March 2026, and we are looking for a Year 7 or Year
8 student to play the role of ‘Young Fiona’.

2

The role has a significant singing solo in the show, as
well as appearing in the opening scene and the
finale.

The successful student will need to attend a few key
evening rehearsals to practice their role, and will be
needed for two full days of rehearsal on Monday 9th
and Tuesday 10th March, and a schools matinee
performance on 11th March from 9.15 to 12pm
Attendance on the show nights will be from 5pm to
around 10.30pm

If your child is interested in auditioning for this role,
please email:

Sophie.All di i p.ac.uk

for further details about
audition dates and

audition materials.

Keeping children safe outside of normal
school hours or during holiday periods

On occasion parents notify school regarding
mental health or wellbeing concerns, outside of
school hours.

Whilst staff often choose to access emails
outside of hours, this is not expected of them and
as such cannot be relied upon in an emergency.
We will of course offer support as soon as we are
able but, in these circumstances, time can often
be critical.

Therefore, out of hours is you are worried about
the mental health of a student, please call 111,
option 2 for urgent advice and support. This
service is available 24/7.

In addition to this if you're worried that a child or
young person is at risk of harm, abuse, or
neglect, trust your gut instinct and report your
concern by phoning Customer First on 0808 800
4005 or 999 in an emergency.

Reporting a child at risk of harm, abuse or
neglect (safequarding) - Suffolk County Council

#ARETHEYSAFE?

YOU MAY BE THE
ONLY PERSON

THEY TELL.

IF YOU THINK SOMEONE IS AT
RISK OF BEING ABUSED OR
HARMED, DO THE RIGHT THING.

REPORT IT, YOU CAN STOP IT.

Volunteering & Virtual/in-person Work
Experience Opportunities

We regularly share information about
volunteering, virtual and in-person work
experience opportunities that may be of interest
to students. These are often provided by external
organisations or former students, and we pass
them on in good faith to help broaden awareness
of what’s available.

However, please note the following:

e We are not affiliated with these organisations
or events.

¢ We do not have direct experience with all
companies/opportunities shared.

¢ While we aim to share opportunities that
appear beneficial, we are not able to conduct
in-depth vetting of every organisation or
event.

It is therefore the responsibility of students and
their parents/carers to review the details, assess
the suitability, and ensure the opportunity is
appropriate for the student.

We encourage families to explore these options
together and contact the organisers directly with
any questions.

If you wish to attend a virtual talk, virtual or in-
person work experience during school hours, you
must obtain permission from the school and
inform Miss Granger as certain paperwork may
be required. Permission is based on several
factors and is not guaranteed. Thank you for your
continued support.

Work Experience Opportunities:

» Are you interesting in volunteering at a
playgroup for children and young adults with
SEND?
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Year 10 and 11 students, are you doing your
Duke of Edinburgh award, or have an interest in
the industry and want to go on to study Health
and social care and are wanting to gain some
experience?

Brightstars are always looking for new volunteers
aged 14 or older, to come and help them at the
club in a volunteers play assistants role. You will
be asked to fill in a volunteer's registration pack,
you'll need a reference (someone who can talk
about why you might be good at the job), and
complete some online safeguarding training. You
will then receive some uniform and have the
option of what sessions you help with. You will
need to have a DBS check if 16 or older, and
Brightstars will pay for all of the above.

Brightstars run their groups on alternate
Saturdays, throughout the year and are based at:
The Bury Community HUB, Hollow Road, Bury St
Edmunds. IP32 7AY.

If you are interested, please see Miss Granger in
the Library for more information.

¢ National Grid Apprenticeships

In just two weeks, National Grid’s Apprenticeship
roles will open, offering an exciting opportunity
for students to take their next step with
confidence.

The National Grid understands that leaving
school is a big moment and choosing the right
path matters. That's why their Advanced
Apprenticeship programmes are designed to
energise futures by providing hands-on
experience in engineering, technology, and
business.

Their Apprentices will gain real-world skills in a
dynamic, future-focused environment that literally
keeps the country running.

Make your application HERE on Monday 27
October!

Curious about Apprenticeships at National Grid?
Want to find out more?

To help you feel confident and ready to apply, the
National Grid are hosting a Virtual Apprenticeship

Event on Wednesday 29 October at 5pm [31] M

& You'll hear directly from current apprentices
about their journeys

& Get insider tips on how to stand out in the
recruitment process

& Plus, parents welcome!

% Interested in joining?

Just register your details below and they’ll send
you the login info 24 hours before the event:

/¥ HERE

Don’t miss out — it's a great chance to get
plugged into the future! 4>

e Discover! Creative Careers Month — Live
Broadcasts with Speakers for Schools- All
Years.

This industry-led initiative works to ensure a
larger and more diverse intake of talent into the
creative industries and offers insight into an
incredible range of career paths. The talks are
suitable for a wide age range — from Year 7 to
Year 13.

Students will have the chance to join live virtual
talks with some of the biggest names in the
sector, including BAFTA and Sky Studios,
covering topics such as: Journalism, Theatre,
Fashion and Textiles, Sound Engineering, Craft,
Architecture, Special FX, AND Games Design.
For live broadcasts, educators can register group
bookings, or students can register individually,
making this a flexible option for everyone.
 Dates: throughout November 2025

» Time: various (see full schedule)
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* Age Range: 11-19yrs (see individual
opportunities!)
WWW.canva.com

View the Discover! Creative Careers Talk
Schedule

You do not need to be signed up to Speakers for
Schools to access these broadcasts. You can
also explore our Talks Library for even more
flexible, on-demand sessions.

¢ Wings to Work: Your RAF Museum Careers
Mission
A brand-new remote placement perfect for
students interested in Aviation, History, Travel
and Tourism, Logistics, Engineering, or
Marketing. The RAF Museum has some
incredible collections and this placement about
how they are showcased and how to build visitor
experience in a public space. They have worked
with us before and their team is excellent — very
engaging.

Students will explore:

» Exhibition design and how to make displays
accessible and inclusive

» Marketing to specific audiences and creating
accessible content

* Designing a fun and engaging visitor
experience

They will also build transferable skills in
Communication and Presentation, Teamwork
and Leadership, Problem Solving and Critical
Thinking, Digital and Creative Thinking, and
Career Readiness and Confidence.

Placement Details:

» Dates: 27 November — 28 November 2025 (2
days)

* Time: 9am — 1pm

* Age Range: 14-19yrs

* Sector: Travel and Tourism

» Application Deadline: 31 October 2025

* Booking Link: Click here to book

e Explore Your Future: Build Skills (and
Celebrate Scottish Employers)

Previously available only to Scottish students,

this national event now offers all students across

the UK the chance to build core employability

skills and connect with top employers. | wanted

to send this out as recently, a lot of educators

have asked for wider less specific content in our
opportunities, for students who have no firm
career destination in mind — and this ticks that
box! The general theme links to Science but it
has so much additional content that would suit a
range of students.

Students will:

» Meet with leading employers such as Scottish
Water, NHS Scotland and more

* Build desirable skills to boost their CVs

* Take part in engaging sessions exploring
careers and pathways

* Discover exciting opportunities available across
the UK

Placement Details:

» Dates: 12 November — 14 November 2025 (3

days)

* Time: 9.30am — 3pm

* Age Range: 14-19yrs

» Sector: Employability and Skills Development
* Application Deadline: Applications may close
early if volumes are high

* Booking Link: Click here to book

e Join Futures For All Youth Council

Futures For All has a brilliant opportunity that you
won’t want to miss. Their Youth Council is
coming up for renewal in January 2026, and
they’re searching for up to 20 young people like
you who can’t wait to amplify your voice across a
range of topics relating to careers education and
future careers.

Why apply?

Youth Council members: Meet together at a full
induction, act as an advisory board for Future For
All teams, improve and co-create their
programmes, provide feedback on student
resources, write letters to Ministers on youth
initiatives and blog articles about your
experiences, record short videos to inform and
inspire young people, attend or speak at
educational events and round table meetings
with policy makers, MPs or employers, get
training and chances to grow skills and
confidence.

Who can join us?

Students in Years 10 — 12, aged 15 — 17
Studying at a UK state school or college
Passionate about giving young people a voice
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Applications open on 3 November 2025 for 4 Follow us on Facebook
weeks and closes on 28 November 2025. King Edward VI School Facebook

Application Guide Follow us on Instagram
King Edward VI School Instagram

Apply to join our Youth Council

Follow our SEND Instagram page
KEVI Learning Hub Instagram

Everyone at King Edward VI would like to
wish you a restful half-term.

B, o2,

Deri O’'Regan

Dates for your Diary
Term dates 2025-2026 & 2026-2027
Additional information can be found on the calendar page of the website.

Mon 27 — Fri 31 Oct Half Term
Mon 3 — Wed 6 Nov Year 10 English Spoken Language Assessments
Thurs 6 Nov Year 10 Parents’ Evening - in Person
Fri 7 Nov Remembrance Service 10:45am for Years 9 & 10
Mon 10 Nov Bebras Challenge commences
Tues 11 Nov Autumn Concert 7-9pm
Mon 17 Nov — Fri 28 Nov Year 11 Mock Exams
Thurs 20 Nov Christmas Carol Trip
Fri 21 Nov Bebras Challenge finishes
Thurs 27 Nov Year 7 Parents' Evening - in person
Tues 2 Dec Men/DTP Vaccinations
Wed 3 Dec Year 11 PSHE Day
Thurs 4 Dec Carol Service
Mon 15 — Thurs 18 Dec Y11 Art and Photography Mock Exams
Tues 16 — Wed 16 Dec Christmas Lunch
Fri 19 Dec End of Term 1.20pm

Thought for the Week:

Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.
Dalai Lama

All past issues of this Newsletter are available on our website.
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