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Dear Parents and Carers

On Friday, two of our Year 8 students, Ewan
Hely and Jack Law will be competing with their
band, Queen Dogs, in the grand final of the Bury
Sound competition. Tickets are available from
The Apex. Please support them if you can. Good
luck Queen Dogs!

Our Careers Fair yesterday created a huge buzz
throughout the school. Students in all years
showed outstanding confidence, intelligence and
enthusiasm in approaching and quizzing our
stand holders about their future opportunities.
The feedback from staff and the employers and
organisations who took part in the event has
been incredibly positive. We are feeling very
proud!
We are sure many of our students have been
introduced to new career pathways and have a
better understanding of the range of options
available to them and the importance of careers
education. Remember that they can build upon
their new knowledge and explore a huge range of
careers in Xello too!

Year 10 Assessments
The timetable for the Year 10 Assessments
commencing on 25 April is now available on the
school website in the Exams section via this
link. Please ensure that your son/daughter is
familiar with this timetable as the first
assessment is the day we return after the Easter
holidays. Students should refer to this timetable
showing the dates and location of their
assessments, which for the first week will be in
the Dome (Sports Hall), and second week in
classrooms during scheduled lesson time.
Individual timetables will only be distributed to
those students who have separate access
arrangement rooms, and these will be distributed
before the Easter holidays. The seating plans for
the first week of assessments will be put up in
the lobby area of the Lower Hall, with the first
day's plan available, in the last week of this term
for checking. If you have any questions about
these assessments please email the
Examinations Officer, Mrs Blyth at
clb@kinged.suffolk.sch.uk

Library computer use at Lunchtime
From Monday 21 March all 40 Library computers
will be for study/homework/printing only from
1.20pm until 1.50pm, after which time, until the
end of lunch, the computers can be used for
other activities. Please remind your child that
online games are not to be played at any time.
After School Clubs
Just a reminder that the details of after school
clubs are available online via the Clubs and
Events tab in School Cloud
https://kingedwardvicevp.schoolcloud.co.uk/. If
you would like your child/ren to attend one of
these clubs then please book them onto the club
using this system. Similarly, if you have
previously booked your child/ren onto a club and
they are no longer attending it, please access the
system to remove their name. Some of the clubs
have waiting lists and freeing up an unused
space will enable another student to take up a
place.
Year 11 GCSE Drama - Saturday Rehearsal –
URGENT
Please ensure that you have returned your
parent permission slip for the rehearsal this
Saturday (29 March).
FOKES Quiz Night
Don’t forget to sign up for Friday 1 April, please
do make the effort to sign up for it in advance, as
it will be a fun event and we can pit families
against staff.

HPV Vaccinations
Please remember to complete the NHS consent
form by Thursday 24 March at the latest. This
form must be completed whether you give
consent or not.
Suffolk County Council Funded School
Transport
If your son/daughter currently receives funded
school transport, you will need to complete an
opt-in application for transport for September
2022. Please make your application via Suffolk
on Board - School Travel / Opt-in (apply) The
deadline is 31 May 2022.
KEVI Bookworms
KEVI Bookworms have been meeting for a few
weeks now (Monday lunchtime in A117) and
would like to share the Carnegie Short List which
has just been announced. We hope that these
will provide some reading inspiration!
The Yoto Carnegie Medal Shortlist 2022
Would you like to learn sign language?
The school sent out exciting news about us
becoming a registered British Sign Language
centre this week. We are delighted to provide a
community offer to parents, carers and students.
We do have limited spaces so if you wish to take
this opportunity, further information can be found
at the end of this newsletter. Please feel free to
share with friends and family in the community.
All are welcome!

https://forms.office.com/r/zXPJUgzNKc

Shakespeare Schools Festival
Please take time to read the attached feedback
on our performance of Much Ado About Nothing.
Beverley Tucker
Co-Headteacher

Continued below…………

Tom Grey
Co-Headteacher

Casting Opportunity – Zorro the Musical

Safeguarding

These helpful tips from Kooth's clinical team can help parents and carers start to talk to their
young people about their feelings.
It can be so tricky to bring up difficult topics, and talking about emotions with your children can
sometimes feel more than a little daunting for parents and carers. You may worry about saying the
wrong thing, making your child feel uncomfortable, and even worry about making them feel worse.
But the fact you want to explore emotions with your child is enough, even if sometimes it doesn’t
go as you planned!
If this feels familiar for you, you are definitely not alone!
If you want to read more about Kooth and the support they offer for your child or young person,
you can download their Parent and Carer brochure here.
If you wish to talk to someone in school for additional support please contact your child's Pastoral Support
Manager or Head of College.
Sue Sweny

Reluctant Reader Tip 14: Have them pick up a device – an e-reader! Then check with your local
library about borrowing e-books or try the Kindle daily deal.

In honour of British Sign Language Week, see attached a speech written by Ellie Garcia in Year 11 on
why BSL should be taught in schools

Dates for your diary
Sat & Sun 26 & 27 March 2022
Wednesday 30 March 2022
Thursday 31 March 2022
Friday 1 April 2022

Event
Bronze DofE Practice Expedition
Performing Arts Showcase at the Apex – Tickets
available from The Apex
HPV Vaccinations Years 8,9 & 10
Fokes Quiz night

Term Dates 2022-2023
Term dates for next academic year can be found on our website. Our school is having an extra day off in
lieu of the extra Jubilee Bank Holiday in the summer half term – it is Friday 1 July 2022.

Today's Prayer
Listen or read the Prayer for the Day and join in with thousands of others saying these words.
Today's Prayer | The Church of England

Thought for the Week
“There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it.”
Edith Wharton

All past issues of this Bulletin are available on our website.

“I do love nothing in the world so well as
you. Is not that strange?”
Much Ado About Nothing
by King Edward VI
at The The Apex - Bury St Edmunds, 8/2/2022
appraised by Emma-Louise Howell
I would like to send my sincerest congratulations to King Edward VI for your wonderful
production of Much Ado About Nothing as part of the Spring 22 Shakespeare Schools Festival.
It was a brilliant evening of theatre, and I’d like to talk about a few elements that really shone.

I also loved how creative and enthusiastic your interpretation of the text was. Your dance and
movement filled the stage with energy and showed how effectively you worked together to
bring the story to life, it was a joy to watch and showcased you all as a unique ensemble of
performers. Your T-Rex was particularly memorable and really demonstrated the ownership
you took of the text and your performance.
This individuality also extended into your solo performances and I felt that every character
onstage had a clear purpose and reason to be there - it was a real treat to be able to see you
all making these creative decisions for your own characters and ensured the performance
was rich and versatile. Each time I watched the Watch, I was gifted with a different character
and story while your crowd reactions to Beatrice and Benedick confessing their love helped
create a three-dimensional world that really drew the audience in.
So congratulations on bringing to life such a mature production of Much Ado About Nothing.
A theatrical and imaginative Much Ado About Nothing performed by a committed cast.
Staging a Shakespeare play in these changing times takes extra courage, tenacity, and
creativity. You should be incredibly proud of what you and your teachers have achieved.
I hope to see King Edward VI in the next Festival!

“A theatrical and imaginative
Much
Ado
About
Nothing
performed by a committed
cast.”

King Edward VI

This was a dynamic production of Much Ado About Nothing that had a true ensemble feel.
You transformed the stage into a rich and dramatic space through your imaginative use of
staging and set. The differing levels created by your set helped show the status and
relationships between characters - as well as adding to the comedy of the piece! By
integrating such creative staging you not only showed great stagecraft but a mature ability
to adapt to the challenging commands of a new performance space.

Why British Sign Language should be on the national curriculum
Ellie Garcia
If I mentioned modern foreign languages, how would you expect students to react? Many of
them would probably shudder thinking about doing speaking exams next year, and others would
be thankful they didn’t choose to do a language GCSE. This isn’t an uncommon reaction from
students. In recent years there has been a national decline in the number of students going on
to study a second language at GCSE. This loss of popularity from students suggests that it
might be time to change the languages taught in order to revive language learning. One
language I see a lot of potential in teaching is British Sign Language. Today, I aim to familiarise
you with the many benefits of learning sign.
When thinking about the personal benefits received from learning a second language, many will
think of the many mental and physical benefits to being bilingual (i.e. enhanced multitasking,
analytical thinking, and social cognition). However, there are additional benefits in being bimodal
(having the ability to speak an oral language and use sign language). Therefore, by knowing
sign you will benefit from the advantages of being not only bilingual but also bimodal, which
include improved use of co-gesture, spatial cognition, and ability to identify facial expressions.
Additionally, sign language has been found to improve body language skills, reaction time,
attention span, and peripheral vision. These skills are impressive and employable, which is a
perfect reason to add it to the curriculum.
Still, the benefits of sign language aren’t only mental and physical; sign language provides
students with a great number of opportunities, from the ability to communicate with others, to
introducing students to a community and culture that is often underrepresented or overlooked.
Furthermore, it introduces students to a whole new area of career, one that is essential to the
d/Deaf community in this country, many students will know someone who is deaf or hard of
hearing; this can inspire them to pursue a career in that area or even to just learn the language
to be able to communicate with someone they care about.
Another advantage of learning sign language is its practicality. It’s key to remember that anyone
can become deaf or lose some hearing in their life. Having pre-existing knowledge of sign
language would make such a life-changing event easier. It’s also practical to teach as the
kinaesthetic (to do with the movement of hands) and visual elements of learning sign language
are likely to increase the understanding of students as it appeals to many styles of learning. In
addition, kinaeshetic learning has been found
to aid in overall cognitive development. Sign is also useful in situations when you can’t speak or
hear.
These points all justify why schools should be willing to implement sign language into the
curriculum: they appeal to a school’s main aim of setting up students with skills for later life. But
why should the students care? This is where the impersonal benefits come in. People are often

keen to help and support others and this is particularly evident in younger generations.
Widespread learning of sign language can have a large positive impact on society, which many
students would find appealing and a compelling reason to learn it.
One of the biggest motivators to learn sign language is to increase communication and break
barriers. Eased communication can greatly benefit marginalised communities. d/Deaf and nonverbal people could be made to feel more understood and included. Learning just even basic
sign language can assist them in daily tasks and make an interaction—that could otherwise be
slow and hindered by the communication barrier—much easier.
Additionally, putting sign language on the curriculum brings justice to the d/Deaf community.
British Sign Language was not recognised as an official language until 2003, yet it has been
used since as early as the 16th century. Teaching sign language will increase awareness of the
language’s importance. In turn, we can hope having more widespread recognition of sign
language can inspire change in different areas of society. d/Deaf people experience frequent
oppression and disadvantage but little is done to acknowledge or fix it; they experience extra
difficulty in accessing healthcare services and the criminal justice system, and many parents of
d/Deaf children have had to go to court to guarantee their children receive accessible education.
Many of these problems are systemic. If awareness of these issues was increased, more of an
effort would be made to fix them. As Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful
weapon you can use to change the world.” One of the most obvious places for education is in
schools—a place where future generations are taught so they may change society.
Many people could argue that it is not necessary to teach sign language, as many d/Deaf
people can lip-read or have a cochlear implant. But I argue that while this fact may be true, we
should not accept things being this way. d/Deaf people shouldn’t have to go to such lengths to
be understood; deafness should be accommodated. Additionally, there is frequent debate over
the subject of cochlear implants. Some prefer not to have them as they see them as a form of
cultural erasure and as deafness being treated as a problem that needs to be fixed. This should
not mean that they should have to face extra
difficulty when communicating.
Overall, I believe these points show that it is essential that sign language is understood more
broadly, and there is no better way to make this happen then by including it in the curriculum. It
is clear that I’m not alone in thinking this: in a 2017 survey by the National Deaf Children’s
Society of over 2000 people (both d/Deaf and hearing), 97% of people thought British Sign
Language should be taught in schools. In 2018, 12-year-old Daniel Jillings raised a legal
challenge for British Sign Language to be taught in British schools. The government responded
saying they would put British Sign Language on the national curriculum, but as of today they
have not. Similar action to Daniel’s has been seen all over the world, proving that the lack of
knowledge of sign language is a universal issue. It only takes one country to start a chain event
and make a change —why can’t we be first?

