
Year 9 English – Reading List  

Summer – ‘Shakespearean Tragedies’   

Our core text for this unit is William’s Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet – you will be 

studying this at GCSE. This reading list is designed to help you to consolidate your 

knowledge of the play’s plot and characters, whilst also enjoying some of Romeo 

and Juliet’s themes in different contexts. 

o Graphic editions of Shakespeare’s 

tragedies. The school library holds copies of 

the following: 

- Macbeth 

- King Lear 

- Hamlet 

- Othello  

- Romeo and Juliet 

o Abridged versions of Shakespeare’s plays. The school library has a number of 

abridged versions. 

o Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet by Michael Rosen. The bard's quintessential love 

story — retold in an elegantly illustrated volume that will appeal both to aficionados of 

Shakespeare's play and to readers discovering it for the first time.  

o If you enjoyed Romeo and Juliet, try some of the following – all inspired by 

Shakespeare’s famous love story: 

- Five Feet Apart by Racheal Lippincott. In this moving 

story two teens fall in love with just one minor complication 

—t hey can’t get within five feet of each other without risking 

their lives. 

- City of Bones by Cassandra Clare. When fifteen-year-old 

Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York 

City, she hardly expects to witness a murder. Then the body 

disappears into thin air. 

- The Juliet Club by Suzanne Harper. Italy . . . 

Shakespeare . . . but no romance? 

- Still Star Crossed by Melinda Taub. Discover what 

happened after the tragic deaths of Romeo and Juliet, as 

 



mysterious figures in Verona are determined to reignite the feud between the 

Montagues and the Capulets.  

- Juliet Immortal by Stacey Jay. Juliet Capulet didn't take her own life. She 

was murdered by the person she trusted most, her new husband, Romeo 

Montague, a sacrifice made to ensure his own immortality. But what Romeo 

didn't anticipate was that Juliet would be granted eternity, as well, and would 

become an agent for the Ambassadors of Light. 

 

Family and Relationships 

Much of Romeo and Juliet’s long-lasting popularity is as a result of its universal 

themes. The play teaches us about families and relationships. If you found this 

theme interesting, the list below includes modern texts associated with families and 

relationships. 

 

o Blubber by Judy Blume. Bullying and family issue.  

o Are you there God? It’s me, Margaret by Judy Blume. Friendship & growing up; 

thoughts about God and the world. 

o Flour Babies by Anne Fine. Parenting and family values. 

o Blood Family by Anne Fine. Edward is four years old when he is 

locked away with his mother by her abusive, alcoholic partner, 

Harris. By the time an elderly neighbour spots his pale face peering 

through a crack in the boarded-up window and raises the alarm, he 

is seven. 

o Mister God, This is Anna by ‘Fynn’. A conversation about life 

and the universe - an interesting story about a girl’s experiences as she grows up.  

o Girl Missing by Sophie McKenzie. Lauren has always known she has been adopted 

but is it possible she was snatched from an American family at birth?  

o Double Image by Pat Moon. Coping with loss and mental health issues. 

o Daughter Isobel by Ishbel Moore. The life of a young girl caring for a mother with 

Alzheimer’s Disease 

o The War of Jenkins' Ear by Michael Morpurgo. Boarding school, acceptance and 

the question of belief.  

o Why The Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo. Dealing with death, se  paration, 

prejudice…a beautifully told story.  

o Sisterland by Linda Newbery. When Hilly’s grandmother becomes ill with Alzheimer’s 

disease, her family is turned upside down by revelations from her life during World War II. 



Stop Pretending by Sonya Sones. Written in free verse, Sonya Sones explores the 

feelings of a girl whose sister suffers from mental illness  

o Best Friends by Jacqueline Wilson – A delightfully touching and entertaining story. 


