
Year 9 English – Reading List  

Spring – ‘Crime and Mystery’   

Our crime and mystery reading list includes classics from the nineteenth-century, as 

well as modern thrillers.   

o Theodore Boone: The Fugitive by John Grisham. Theo 

thought the danger had passed, but he’s about to face off 

against an old adversary: accused murderer and fugitive Pete 

Duffy. 

o Framed (‘Trace’ Series – Book 1) by Malcolm Rose. Luke 

Harding is excited to become the youngest person ever to 

qualify as a forensics investigator. He barely has time to celebrate his final 

exams when Malc, his Mobile Aid to Law and Crime, calls him to their first 

case. A fellow student has been mysteriously shot dead with an arrow.  

o Road of the Dead by Kevin Brooks. On a storm-ravaged night, a 19-year-old 

girl is kidnapped and killed. Three days later, her two younger brothers set out 

in search of her murderer.  

o Heist Society by Ally Carter. When Katarina Bishop was three, her parents 

took her on a trip to the Louvre…to case it. For her seventh birthday, Katarina 

and her Uncle Eddie travelled to Austria…to steal the crown jewels. When Kat 

turned fifteen, she planned a con of her own — scamming her way into the 

best boarding school in the country, determined to leave the family business 

behind.  

o The Thief Lord by Cornellia Funke. Two orphaned children are on the run, 

hiding among the crumbling canals and misty alleyways of the city of Venice. 

o A Study in Charlotte (‘Charlotte Holmes’ Series – Book 1) 

by Brittany Cavallaro. The last thing Jamie Watson wants is a 

rugby scholarship to Sherringford, a Connecticut prep school 

just an hour away from his estranged father. But that’s not 

the only complication: Sherringford is also home to Charlotte 

Holmes, the famous detective’s great-great-great-

granddaughter, who has inherited not only Sherlock’s genius, 

but also his volatile temperament.   

 



o ‘The Murders in the Rue Morgue’ (and many other short stories) by Edgar 

Allen Poe. ‘The Murders in the Rue Morgue’ is a short story by Edgar Allan 

Poe, first published in Graham's Magazine in 1841. It has been claimed as the 

first detective story. 

o The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins. The Woman in White famously 

opens with Walter Hartright's eerie encounter on a moonlit London road. 

Engaged as a drawing master to the beautiful Laura Fairlie, Walter is 

drawn into the sinister intrigues of Sir Percival Glyde and his 'charming' 

friend Count Fosco, who has a taste for white mice, vanilla bonbons and 

poison. 

o The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes and Other Stories 

by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. There is one literary detective 

who stands above all others, whose powers of deduction 

are known the world over, whose influence can still be felt 

in today's most modern whodunits. Who is it, you ask? 

Why, it's elementary! Sherlock Holmes, the famous 

gumshoe of 221B Baker Street. 

o The Penguin Book of Victorian Women in Crime: The 

Great Female Detectives, Crooks, and Villainesses (Penguin Classics). 

The first-ever anthology devoted strictly to the pioneer female characters in 

crime fiction, the direct ancestors of everyone from Miss Marple to V I 

Warshawski, as well as the great female criminal masterminds. Smart, funny, 

and wildly adventurous tales of women who refused to sit politely in the 

parlour and chat about fashion. 

o The Penguin Book of Gaslight Crime: Con Artists, 

Burglars, Rogues, and Scoundrels from the Time of 

Sherlock Holmes. Collected here for the first time, the 

best crime fiction from the gaslight era. All the legendary 

thieves are present - Arsène Lupin and A. J. Raffles, 

Colonel Clay and Simon Carne, Romney Pringle, Get 

Rich Quick Wallingford, and the Infallible Godahl-

burgling London and Paris, conning New York and 

Ostend, laughing all the way to the bank.  

 


