
Year 9 English – Reading List  

Autumn – ‘Outsiders’   

Our first unit of work will focus on the reading of John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men. 

In this unit we will consider what it truly means to be an ‘outsider’ in society. 

The wider reading list below is designed to help you deepen your understanding of 

the experience of ‘the outsider’.  

o The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger. The hero-narrator of 

The Catcher in the Rye is an ‘ancient child’ of sixteen.  

o To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. The unforgettable novel 

of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of 

conscience that rocked it. 

o The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. The Outsiders is about two 

weeks in the life of a 14-year-old boy. The novel tells the story 

of Ponyboy Curtis and his struggles with right and wrong in a 

society in which he believes that he is an outsider. America in the 1960s. 

o Holes by Louis Sachar. Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly 

humorous tale of crime and punishment - and redemption.  

o Wonder by R.J. Palacio. August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up 

until now, has prevented him from going to a mainstream school.  

o Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon. ‘My disease is as rare as it is famous. It’s a 

form of Severe Combined Immunodeficiency, but basically, I’m allergic to the world.’ 

o The Fault in Our Stars by John Green. Despite the tumour-shrinking medical 

miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal.  

o Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell. Eleanor is the new girl in town, and with her 

chaotic family life, her mismatched clothes and unruly red hair, she couldn't stick out 

more if she tried. Park is the boy at the back of the bus. Black T-shirts, headphones, 

head in a book.  

o Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. Ten-year-old Annemarie 

Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen often think of life 

before the war. It's now 1943 and their life in Copenhagen is 

filled with school, food shortages, and the Nazi soldiers 

marching through town. 

o One by Sarah Crossan. Grace and Tippi. Tippi and Grace. Two 

sisters. Two hearts. Two dreams. Two lives. But one body. 

 


