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Measuring current and potential difference 
• Current is measured with an ammeter. An 

ammeter is included in the circuit (in series 

with the other components). 

• Potential difference (voltage) is measured 

with a voltmeter. Since voltmeters 

measure the difference in potential energy between two points 
and must be added across the component whose potential 
difference you want to measure.  

 
The greater the resistance in a 
circuit, the lower the current 
in the circuit. The greater the 
resistance of a component, 
the more work it will do.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Circuit Symbols 
When drawing an electric circuit, we use different symbols to represent different components, the symbols you need to memorise are:  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 


