
Film Studies

• Subject Leader: David Gower
• Exam Board: OCR
• Entry requirements: If either GCSE Media Studies or Film Studies has 

been studied a grade B is required. If not, a GCSE grade 5 in English is 
required.

Student profi le
This course will appeal to those 
students who:

• enjoy watching and discussing a 
range of diff erent types of fi lm

• appreciate fi lm as an art form
• have an analytical mind and 

like to explore the way texts are 
constructed

• enjoy fi lming and editing 
• have a willingness to learn and 

communicate ideas eff ectively.

Film Studies complements several 
other subjects, for example: English 
Language, English Literature, 
Sociology, Psychology, Photography 
and other Art and Design courses.

Progression
• Students will learn and apply a 

variety of skills throughout the 
course.  These include research, 
critical analysis, constructing an 
argument, planning, creating 
and evaluating their own 
portfolio of media products.

• Film Studies can support 
applications for a wide 
range of university courses 
such as Media Studies, Film 
Studies, Cultural Studies, 
Video Production, Animation, 
Broadcast Journalism, English, 
Art and Design courses and 
Sociology.

Student View
“We have the opportunnity to use industry standard software such as Final Cut Pro for video 
editing. The support and ongoing feedback we receive from teachers about our work ensures 

that our  coursework productions are the best quality they can possibly be. ”
Lauren, Year 13



Course Content
Unit 01
Film History (105 Marks; 2-hour paper; 35% of A-level)
Students will develop knowledge of fi lm form through the study of at least three US set 
fi lms from:
� the Silent Era
� 1930–1960
� 1961–1990.
Students will also study at least two set fi lms from two major European fi lm movements 
or stylistic developments:
� Soviet Montage
� German Expressionism
� Italian Neo-realism
� French New Wave.

Unit 02
Critical Approaches to Film (105 Marks; 2-hour paper; 35% of A-level)
Students will further develop knowledge and understanding of
key critical approaches to fi lm, and of narrative, genre, representations and 
spectatorship.
Students must study at least one set fi lm from each of the categories below:
� Contemporary British
� Contemporary US
� Documentary
� Non-European, Non-English Language
� English Language (Non-US)
� US Independent.

Unit 03
Making Short Film (90 marks; Non-Examination Assessment; 30% of A-level)
Students must study one compilation of short British fi ction fi lms and one compilation 
of short British experimental fi lms.
Students have the opportunity to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills 
through:
� the production of a 5-minute short fi lm (incorporating a digitally photographed 
storyboard)
� an evaluative analysis of the production in relation to professionally produced set 
short fi lms.
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